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Behind the Scenes
With photo styling her stock in trade, Ennis Inc. owner Barbe Ennis 
brings a strong design aesthetic to her new Cape Ann home
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a mix of operable awning and transom 
windows in the dining area drinks in the views 
of Plum Cove. Barbe Ennis expertly blended 
new furnishings with pieces she already had 
for a relaxed, eclectic feel.  

Founder and owner 
of Ennis Inc.

who 
BARBE ENNIS 

design 
philosophy
Context is important.  
“We felt the design 
should refl ect this 
beautiful place,” says 
Ennis about making 
the new house fi t into 
the surrounding Cape 
Ann community.
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With her 30-year career focused on making peo-
ple, places, and products aesthetically inspiring in photographs for 
editorial and advertising clients, it’s no wonder Barbe Ennis’s new 
home is a perfect composition of beauty, tranquillity, and comfort. Her 
company, Ennis Inc., a bicoastal agency that represents an impressive 
roster of prop, food, and wardrobe stylists, as well as hair and makeup 
artists, creates visually stunning images for such tastemaking publi-
cations as Vogue, Martha Stewart Living, and Bon Appetit. 

Ennis began her journey into the world of style aft er study-
ing fashion merchandising at Champlain College in Vermont. In the 

early 1980s, she moved to Boston and became 
a makeup artist when the city was in its fash-
ion infancy. She explored fashion illustration 
at the New England School of Art & Design, 
then on Boston’s Newbury Street, where she 
also studied sculpture and painting. As Boston 
became more fashion forward, Ennis started 
representing other makeup and styling art-
ists. Today, her company represents more than 
25 specialists in Boston, New York, and Los 
Angeles. 

Although Ennis and her husband, Stefan 
Abramo, a vice president of an industrial prod-
ucts and services business, raised their sons, 

who she admires
Her mother-in-law, 
Suzanne Abramo, who 
now lives in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, in a 
home, Ennis says, is 
“fi lled with incredible 
objects mostly found at 
fl ea markets in Europe. 
She has infl uenced me 
so much with her 
incredible taste and 
style — she is truly 
an inspiration.”

the kitchen is bright and 
cheery with traditional crisp 
white cabinetry, including a 
glass-front china cupboard. 
In the home office (below), 
Ennis repurposed her old 
kitchen table as her desk.
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Alex, 25, and Zach, 21, in a Dutch Colonial in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, the couple knew that one day they wanted 
to live closer to the sea. Abramo’s mother, Suzanne, is 
from France, and the rugged granite coastline and cool 
waters of Gloucester, Massachusetts, remind him of his 
childhood summers spent in Brittany. The couple moved 
to the old fi shing town when their sons went off  to college, 
living in a condo while they searched for the perfect prop-
erty. In 2010, a lot on Plum Cove, with views stretching 
west over the waters of Ipswich Bay, came on the market. 
It was perfect for their new home. 

They hired Tim Thurman of Treehouse Design, a 
design/build fi rm in nearby Rockport, Massachusetts, 
that specializes in regional coastal dwellings. Ennis 
wanted to run her company from her home and also host 
charity events and artist shows, so the house had to 
accommodate several lifestyle scenarios. Thurman stud-
ied the site, which had an existing foundation from an old 
house that had been torn down more than a decade ear-
lier. He proposed using the old foundation for a new three-
bedroom, 2,900-square-foot house. 

“He presented us with a modern Arts and Craft s 
hipped-roof design with expansive windows and tran-
soms that take advantage of the views and the natural 
light,” says Ennis. “We hardly had to revise the design. 
He talked us out of such things as placing the porch right 
on the water side and convinced us to put it on the side of 
the house, so as not to disrupt ocean vistas and sunlight. 
He was right.”

 For the interiors, Ennis and Abramo called on Tree-
house designers Meg Taraska and Maureen Neville. “Both 
Stefan and I like simple elegance,” says Ennis, “and as 
much as we love color, this house felt like it had to com-
plement the beautiful views of Plum Cove. Mother Nature 
and the incredible Cape Ann light are a constant source 
of inspiration. We wanted to bring the outdoors in, so we 
chose neutral colors of the sea and rocks.” 

The interior architecture refl ects the modern Arts 
and Craft s envelope. The living room has a tray ceiling 
and Craft sman-style fi replace with turquoise, green, and 

on art
“ I am constantly 
inspired by the art we 
own and see,” says 
Ennis. “Cape Ann has 
some amazing artists, 
and we have quite a 
collection now.” The 
couple also have 
paintings by Ennis’s 
dear friend Deborah 
Gavel, an artist 
in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. “Her color 
palette, texture, and 
composition are also a 
constant inspiration.” 

personal stamp
Ennis, a student of 
potter Cynthia Curtis, 
made one tile with an 
etching of a gazelle face 
— similar to an image of 
a gazelle she found 
mysteriously drawn on 
the existing foundation. 
“That tile has become a 
fun conversation piece.”

trimwork in the 
living area (left) has 
flourishes of Arts and 
Crafts detailing. Local 
artist Cynthia Curtis 
hand-glazed the 
fireplace tiles. Nestled 
into the coastal 
landscape of Cape 
Ann (below), the 
house has a balcony 
on the second floor 
that looks west out to 
Ipswich Bay.
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dark brown tiles by local potter Cynthia Curtis around 
the fi rebox. White walls refl ect the natural light, and the 
oak fl oors went through a roasting process that brings out 
the sugar in the wood to make them a rich brown. Over-
size seating in the room is from Restoration Hardware, 
and Ennis worked with Nina Symonds, a consultant at the 

company, to fi nd the perfect relaxed pieces.
A resourceful stylist herself, Ennis also incorporated 

furnishings from her Lexington house. Legs from the din-
ing room table have a new top to create a tea table; an 
Indonesian computer console serves as a hall secretary; 
and in her offi  ce, a kitchen table is now her desk.

“Barbe and Stef have so many wonderful objects that 
we wanted the interiors to become the backdrop for them,” 
says Neville. “It was really an organic design process, and 
it was one of my favorite projects. Barbe has a great sense 
of style and taste.” 

relaxed vibe
For furnishings, Ennis 
mixed old and new. 
Because it’s a full-time 
residence, the home is a 
bit more formal than a 
summer house, but 
Ennis still wanted it to 
be a comfortable place 
where she and husband 
Stefan Abramo could 
kick back. 

a screened porch (above, left) offers seasonal dining. 
Ennis kept the furnishings simple in this space with bistro 
chairs and a sturdy pine table, while a computer console 
from Indonesia (above, right) found new use as a secretary 
between living and dining spaces. 
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visit
Ennis, who loves to cook, wanted effi  cient 

stainless steel appliances and lots of prep and 
storage space in the kitchen. White cabinets 
fashioned aft er pantries of the 19th century 
extend fl oor-to-ceiling (a ladder allows Ennis 
to reach top shelves, where seasonal platters 
and dishes have their place). A built-in glass-
front cabinet, its interior painted robin’s egg 
blue, brims with her everyday dishes. The 
kitchen’s green glass backsplash refl ects the 
water, while the sea-foam green granite coun-
tertops echo the craggy coastline. Beside the 
two-tiered island, designed so Ennis could 
take in ocean views while preparing food and 
talking to guests, her old dining chairs sur-
round a new mahogany table for casual din-
ing. A three-season porch off ers additional 
dining space when the weather is warm. Out-
side, Karen Blake of Garden Rhythms Design 
of Lexington designed the garden spaces and 
graced the sea walls with perennial plantings. 

“I am fortunate to be in a visual busi-
ness,” Ennis says. “The stylists represented 
by Ennis Inc. are so talented and the pho-

tographers we work with are 
amazing, and all of this art and 
style has a strong infl uence on 
my aesthetic sense.”  

for more 
details,
see 
resources

a bluestone dining terrace complete with pergola is just outside the kitchen for casual alfresco 
dining. A walkway leads to the backyard, where a more rocky path heads to the ocean. 

1302Visit.indd   311302Visit.indd   31 2/21/13   11:21 AM2/21/13   11:21 AM

http://www.matthew-cunningham.com



